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the consequent title of Emperor for the King of
Prussia ; these showed that this was not solely the
work of Bismarck, but, primarily, of the then Grown
Prince. Such publication was quite illegal : as long
as the Emperor Frederick was alive these papers
were his own property, and on his death the copyright
was his heir's, and no publication of them could be
made without his consent. Alternatively they had
become State papers, the publication of which was
a very serious offence. Bismarck first took the line
that they were forgeries, but he knew very well that
they were genuine, so also, of course, did the Empress,
who was familiar with her husband's diary, though
the form in which the extracts appeared, their collo-
cation and arrangement, was new to her. She had
not the slightest notion who could have published
them, and thought such publication most indiscreet.
The rumours therefore put about by her enemies
that it was she who had given them to the Press in
order to revenge herself on Bismarck were as false
as they were cruel.

Bismarck made investigation, and, having found
that it was Geffcken who had caused these extracts
to be published, he prosecuted him for high treason.
But the Empress could not see that this prosecution
was perfectly proper. She insisted that it was a
piece of Bismarckian fury at the publication of any-
thing that hindered the obliteration of her husband's
deeds. Bismarck wanted, she wrote, " to terrorize all
people who might be inclined to speak a word of
truth and to raise their voices for Fritz and me. . . .
Prince Bismarck wishes to strike terror and show
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